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The reality of Neo-homeless relationship and the proposal of their support network
-A case study in Shinjuku Kabukicho area-

g JTH x - RO EH ek
Mayu SUZUKI*, Tetsuya YAGUCHI**

In recent years, young people, referred to as 'neo-homeless', are gathering and socialising in Kabukicho and
other parts of Japan. Meanwhile, they are detained and squares are closed for mainly security purposes, based
on fragmented perspectives. The purpose of this study is to clarify the comprehensive living circumstances
of neo-homeless and their support systems in urban society, through questionnaire surveys and participant
observations in Kabukicho area. The results of the study show that the neo-homeless are categorised into four
types and have developed four types of dependency relationships with their surroundings. It was also found that
they are actively involved in the support system and trying to become self-reliant.

Keywords:Neo-homeless, Kabukicho, Youth runaway, Toyoko kids, Support network, Self-reliance support
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