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The Process of Social Infrastructure Development in Yatsuo from the Meiji Period to the 1960s

- Analysis of Land Acquisition and Involved Actors in Road and Public Facility Development -
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Ayaka Shibata*, Naoto Nakajima**

This study examines the process of infrastructure development from the Meiji period to the 1960s in Yatsuo, a
rural town in Toyama City, Japan, focusing on the location and transformation of roads and public facilities. The
results show that spatial development in Yatsuo was based on the accumulation of individual land contributions
and financial support, coordinated through community-level arrangements. In road development, land was
converted from private to communal and then public ownership in the Meiji period, while in the postwar period
it was mainly secured through donations from residents. In contrast, land acquisition for public facilities varied
by scale: large facilities relied on contributions from local elites, whereas smaller ones were mainly developed

through land purchases.
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