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Historical Examination of Fengshui-Based Geomantic Thought in Street Planning around Jongmyo in

Keijo under Japanese Rule

Tl %
GOTO, Yasushi

Conflicts over the planned street between Jongmyo and Changdeokgung in Keijo under Japanese colonial rule
arose from the differing aims of the Governor General’s Office, the Yi Royal Household, and the Jeonju Yi clan.
Engineers modified the route through on-site decisions that balanced feasible construction, the preservation and
quietness of ritual space, and potential noise effects on royal residences. While the Governor General’s Office
prioritized traffic flow and network continuity, the Yi Royal Household sought to avoid disturbing palace life.
The Jeonju Yi clan opposed cutting the ridge based on geomantic beliefs (Fengshui). This study demonstrates
how these differing intentions, together with technical adjustments in the field, shaped the final alignment.
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