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A Study on Characteristics of Bicycle-on-Train in Japan based on European Evaluation Indicators

SRS - SRS
Mio SUZUKI*, Haruki AIBA**

This study evaluates 75 bicycle-on-train services in Japan using the European Cyclists’ Fed-eration (ECF) indicators to

clarify their characteristics. The analysis shows that Japan performs well in terms of bicycle loading capacity per car
and the prevalence of no additional bicycle fees. However, performance is notably low in multilingual support,
reservation methods, and web-site/app functionality. Unlike Europe—where bicycle transport is institutionalized as a
passenger right—Japan lacks unified standards, leading to significant variation among routes. The study concludes that
Japan should develop evaluation criteria suited to its railway environment, im-prove information provision, and define

roles based on regional characteristics.

Keywords: Bicycle-on-train, Regional railways, Evaluation
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