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Natural amber has been used as jewelry since ancient times, and many artifacts have been
excavated from ruins. The main production area for amber in Japan is the Kuji region of Iwate
Prefecture, and scientific analysis is also conducted. Natural amber is mainly yellow to red,
and the color of amber is affected by the oxygen, pressure, and temperature that the sap receives
as it moves underground, as well as the components contained in the sap and the surrounding
environment. As a result, even amber mined from the same rock layer can have completely
different colors, making it difficult to identify the source through color analysis. In this study,
we mainly focused on the color and origin of amber, and measured it mainly through
component analysis and thermal analysis, and compared amber from Kuji with amber from the
Baltic Sea coast and amber from Lithuania.
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