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Various compounds containing an oxadiazol ring are known to exhibit biological activities
and are often used in applications such as pesticides.' In addition, these compounds can be
easily transformed into several heteroatom-containing compounds through the cleavage of N—
O bonds. Conventional methodologies for the preparation of oxadiazoles typically involve the
use of strong bases or require high temperature reaction conditions.” In this work, we have
developed an efficient synthesis of 1,2,4-oxadiazoles from N-nitrosamines through
photoinduced oxidative isomerization.
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