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Current Status and Challenges of the Internationalization and Japanese Localization
of Technical Documentation for Geospatial Open Source Software

Yoichi Kayama*, Taichi Furuhashi**

In recent years, the number of open-source software handling spatial information has increased rapidly.
The technical information for these software programs is often written in English. However, in non-
English-speaking regions, the localization of technical information becomes a critical issue for the
expansion of local system use and the dissemination of technical knowledge. Japanese localization
efforts have been made for software like QGIS, PostGIS, and OSGeoLive, but continuous translation
work has not been carried out for other software. When performing technical translations, it is necessary
to have translation rules and glossaries on the Japanese side, and preparing these resources poses a
challenge. This paper reports on the current state of internationalization and Japanese localization of
technical documentation for spatial open-source software, discusses the issues, and presents the

challenges.
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