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Extensibility of Museum Functions Through Collaboration of Digital Archive and GIS
- A Case of Hyogo Photography Collection Owned by the Otaru Museum -

Semizuka Sakie*

Abstract: According to the revised Museum Act, the utilization of digital technology for the digitization and public
dissemination of museum collections is required. However, due to shortages of funding, personnel, and expertise,
only about one-quarter of museums in Japan are currently implementing such initiatives. The Otaru Museum has
begun a collaborative research project with the Art Research Center, Ritsumeikan University starting in 2024,
focusing on the digitization of the "Hyogo Photography Collection," which comprises 2,536 items. However,
simply digitizing, storing, and making these materials available online does not fully realize their potential value.
Therefore, to enhance the core functions of the museum - namely "research," "collection," and "exhibition" - the
"Hyogo Photography Collection" has been integrated into these activities through three projects utilizing GIS:
"Location-specific Photography Investigation," "Citizen Participation Workshops," and "ArcGIS StoryMaps
Digital Catalog." This paper reports on these digital archive activities and discusses the potential for future
development.
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