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Diversification of the methods of assigning building numbers
and the hierarchical structure of address

Tohru OHBA *

Abstract: The address base registry as a common infrastructure for the entire society is expected to contribute to
improving convenience for social lives and streamlining government administration. However, it is not easy to
standardize addresses used in many fields. We investigate the methods of assigning building numbers by browsing
websites of municipalities. Many municipalities assign basic numbers at uneven intervals along streets and cul-
de-sacs, contrary to the principle of the Japanese government. The hierarchical structure of the main numbers and
sub-numbers of building differs among municipalities. To prevent further diversification, we recommend that the
Japanese government standardize the method of assigning building numbers and the hierarchical structure of
address.
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