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A study on the use of former financial institution sites

Risako Nishihara*, Morito Tsutsumi**

Abstract: In recent years, following the bubble economy’s collapse, the restructuring of financial institutions and
digitalization have accelerated branch closures across Japan, leaving many vacant sites. Often in highly accessible
areas such as stations or main roads, these reflect broader changes in urban functions and regional economies. This
study compares the distribution and reuse of former financial institution sites in Tokyo Metropolis, Ibaraki
Prefecture, and Toyama Prefecture. In Tokyo Metropolis, sites cluster in the urban core and are often reused for
lifestyle- and education-related services. In Ibaraki Prefecture, sites appear across the prefecture, with educational
uses also observed, suggesting demand like Tokyo. In Toyama Prefecture, sites cluster in major cities, with small-
scale, diverse uses tied to local industries and community life. These patterns highlight regional characteristics:
service agglomeration in large cities, mixed-use development in medium-sized regions, and diverse individualized
uses in regional cities.

Keywords: 4 @li%E8 35 (financial institution branch), ) BfHi(site of former branch), — HiEEZE[ 537 (geo-spatial
distribution),  BRHIF] FH (use of branch)
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