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Geospatial Disparities in Archaeological Excavations Considering Site Locations
- A Study Using Open Archaeological Site Maps and Semi-structured datasheets -

Mikiharu Takeuchi*

Abstract: This study examines geospatial disparities in archaeological excavations by incorporating site location
data. Using open GIS-based archaecological site maps and semi-structured datasheets that are attached to fieldwork
reports, we analyzed Chiba Prefecture, with a high frequency of excavations, and Toyama Prefecture, with fewer
cases. Results show that excavations tend to concentrate in areas favorable for human habitation, such as lowlands
and loam plateaus, and often overlap with densely inhabited districts (DID). However, regional variation was

observed: in Toyama, excavation hotspots also appeared outside DID areas, reflecting local geomorphological and

historical conditions. These findings demonstrate the value of open geospatial data for understanding excavation
biases and provide insights for future heritage management under conditions of demographic change.
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