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Education for health care providers and life science researchers who
handle sensitive personal health information
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Abstract in English comes here.

It is indisputable that the protection of privacy of patients and others is important in medical information
education. Although it does not directly contribute to the utilization of information or research results, if it is
neglected, information processing itself will lose its meaning and research results will not be evaluated. Privacy
protection is strongly influenced by the situation, the individuality of the people involved, etc., and it is difficult to
rule everything universally, but the handling of personal information itself is being universally ruled out, although
that is not the whole concept of privacy. The regularization of personal information protection interferes in no
small way with the promotion of appropriate utilization, and trial and error continue in many countries. In Japan,
Personal Information Protection Act (PIPA) was established in 2005, but it was not very smooth in terms of
promoting the utilization of medical information. PIPA was reviewed in 2017, 2020, and 2021; in 2017, the
concept of information requiring consideration was introduced, and medical information was classified as
information requiring consideration, and protection was strengthened, but not all problems were solved, and new
problems arose due to the strengthened protection. In 2005, academic research was exempted from the legal
framework for private companies, and they were required to follow the research ethics guidelines created by the
three ministries of MEXT, MHLW, and METI. However, independent administrative agencies and governmental
institutions were treated half-heartedly, and some municipal research institutes continued to be ambiguous.
Although not yet in effect, the 2020 revision of the PIPA introduced the concept of the pseudonymized
information, and the 2021 revision will drastically revise academic use as well as the handling of information in
medical institutions. In this lecture, I would like to review the results of the studies so far and clarify the points
that should be considered in medical information education.

Keywords: Privacy, Personal data protection, Personal Information Protection Act, Education.
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